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If you ever have the pleasure of having even a 5-minute
exchange with HSU Alumnus, Chant'e Catt, the first thing
you will notice is her larger-than-life personality. She is
straight-forward, incredibly forthcoming and authentic,
and speaks with conviction. Her utterances reach out and
grab you, pulling you back down to Earth with her. The
bright smile that stretches across her face, though, makes
it certain for you to want to stay.

Chant'e Marie Catt is the Off-Campus Housing Coordinator
for Humboldt State University and possesses a Masters in
Social Work. Her everyday work with students is a
constant reminder of the support that she once needed to
make it where she is today. While her story is one of
inspiration and triumph, it also gives meaning to the
phrase that adversity builds character.

“I grew up in Inglewood under the LAX flight path next to
the 405 Freeway, with a pig named Carnitas and an
avocado tree and we grew a whole bunch of food.”

By the time Chant'e was 15, she was homeless. Never
having graduated high school, she had to hustle to find a
way to stay afloat. That hustle is what brought her into the
field of Animal Husbandry, through which Chant'e started a
dog-walking business at 18 years old.

With her business, she was able to meet Snoop Dogg,
attend the American Music Awards, travel to Japan, and
even bathed Ozzy Osborne’ dogs. More importantly, she
had the opportunity to mentor over 17 inner-city children
in Los Angeles. At some point, Chant'e looked at her life
and would have been satisfied with how well she was
doing, for someone without a High School Diploma.
Nonetheless, she eventually decided there was more for
her to do.

“I took a chance and I started going to school, which I was
completely against.”

Chant'e moved to Redding and was part of one of the last
cohorts of students to test into Community College. As a
first-generation student, she did this with no previous
experience, nor forethought, of what college would be like.
After all, her mother and father held jobs in food service,
bartending, construction, and landscaping; they never
mentioned college, let alone saved for a college education.
Despite this, Chant'e leaned into programs like TRIO Student
Support Services and EOPS for encouragement. They often
told her that she could do anything she put her mind to,
which charged her to set the precedent of earning her first
ever degree at the age of 37 years.

“Graduating [with] my AA was the most important graduation
I ever had in my entire life. I have BA in Sociology and [...] a
Master’s in Social Work. And my AA was the most amazing
thing in the world.”

Upon transferring to Humboldt State University, Chant'e
ended up being homeless for the second time, this time for 16
straight weeks. Somehow, though, within her own struggle,
she found inspiration to advocate for all students in a similar
position as herself. Chant'e camped out on the University
Center Quad with several other students with the purpose of
raising awareness of houselessness at Humboldt State.
Subsequently, she and Mike Barnes co-founded the Student
Housing Advocate Alliance.

Her sheer passion and persistence made more than just a
buzz--it inspired structural change. In January of 2018, the
CSU established the first ever housing liaison position at
Humboldt State University. Of course, there was no one
better for the position than Chant'e Catt herself.



“I never in a million years could have imagined myself
working for a university.” Chant'e humorously recalls
struggling with imposter syndrome at first. “I’m like, ‘Are
you sure you want me to be doing this?” In spite of self-
doubt, Chant'e has worked with hundreds of students since
the position’s inception. She speaks about her
responsibilities with the pride and enthusiasm that is
nothing short of necessary to get the job done.

Currently, on a regular day, Chant'e’s responsibilities can
vary widely. They may include responding to as few as 40
emails in her inbox, attending one of many Zoom meetings
with students and community members, or supporting a
student with a mental health crisis. Beyond this, Chant'e’s
position allows her to provide services to students that
lessen the hurdles toward an ideal educational experience.
Ultimately, success in higher education can be curtailed by
lack of access to basic necessities, shelter being one of the
most important. With the Basic Needs Team at HSU, she
assisted with foundational planning that allowed for the
creation of the Housing Access Grant Program. It is an
emergency housing program that gives homeless students
the opportunity to apply for up to $1000 that can be used
for housing deposits and other needs. But, one should be
aware that this isn’t where the support ends for students.

She organizes with students out of the area to attend
apartment viewings on their behalf, in response to many
landlords who are unwilling to rent to individuals who
cannot view the unit in person. Chant'e offers
transportation to those who need it and is the access point
for houseless students to be able to take showers. Most
importantly, she is strategic in educating students to
prepare them for participating in a highly competitive, and
often harmful, housing market.

“When you have terribly impacted housing in an area, it
creates competition and that creates inequitable practices.”
Chant'e arms students with knowledge, while also
encouraging them to be “tenacious” in self-advocacy.

In all of this, one might ask how she manages to get it all
done. Besides a detailed google calendar that even includes
self-care activities, Chant'e’s devotion to liberation and
equity is what fuels her efforts. Be cautious, though, that
Chant'e does not wish to be seen as a savior for her work.

“A lot of people like to say stuff like, ‘Oh, you're such a saint.
You're such a superhero. You're like, all of these things,
right?’ And that's wonderful, but like, I'm like, nah, I’m just
human [...] The problem in calling another a superhero is
that we often forget [...] really we’re just humans like
everybody else.”

In her personal life, Chant'e lives with her five-year-old
daughter, Arianna, and partner, Elias. Together, they live on
a two-acre property with a sustainability farm and barn. On
“Soot Sprite Farms”, they take care of crops and several
animals: three goats, a duck, a bunny, and a pig named
“Snoop Hog”. They have an archery area, a horseshoe 
set-up, a fire-pit, a workshop, and a children’s play area.
Chant'e’s life is surrounded by abundance. Even with her
duties to her farm and her family, she still finds the energy
to work on projects for the community at large. She sits on
the Arcata Housing Equity Committee, and is a part of the
joint effort with Humboldt County Office of Education
(HCOE) and College of the Redwoods to end county-wide
homelessness and hunger. She is even working on her own
project, the Humboldt Tenant-Landlord Collaboration.
Chant'e describes this as a 10-module course, created from
two years of “ground-up” community research, covering
topics related to racial equity, data protection, and best
practices for tenants and landlords.

Above all, Chant'e continues to maintain her humanity,
wearing her imperfections as a badge of honor:

“I have been in over 50 fights in my lifetime. I’ve been
suspended over 80 times [...] I was physically abused. I was
raped. I’ve been homeless twice. I have complex PTSD. I
have Auditory Processing Disorder. I have dyslexia. I am
angry. I am hurt. I am angry at the world that people have to
even need someone like me to do what I do.”

Many might respond to Chant'e’s story by calling her a
“hero”, placing her life’s work on a pedestal to be highly
revered. Chant'e, on the other hand, kindly, yet firmly,
rejects this notion. With enthusiasm and conviction, she
invites others to realize they are capable of such endeavors
themselves.

“We have some tools that make us look like superheroes.
Those are our special powers. It’s integrity [...] And it’s
humanity. I believe I act in a way that humans should act.”If
we should ever be so wise as to take a page from The Book
of Chant'e, we would come to believe in the fact that we all
have a responsibility to each other. Ideally, we can look
within and discover our struggle, our self-doubt, our
triumphs, our failures and the moments we would never
trade for anything--this is our humanity. And it is the
revelation of our humanity that conceives the hero we can
all become.
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